Direct Synthesis of N-Arylquinone Imine Acetals and Quinol Imines from Acetals.
In the absence of any added acidic catalyst quinone acetals as well as simple ketone and aldehyde acetals react with a variety of substituted anilines to form imines [Eq. (a)]. Contrary to what is expected from arguments based on their nucleophilicity, the most reactive anilines are those bearing electron-withdrawing groups.